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Grouna Visual clouc. No noise was heard at any time. iw 
: COMMENTS: The description of the ocject is similar . cra cae 
ia Seen an aircraft with its landing lights on, even though so noise | 
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| This will reply to your letter af Ostctver 14, to the | 
| 
; secretary of DerTense, with respect to your sivhting sf? an : 
midentified riying colect (UFO). 
Without additional information, it ta inp sible, at 
tnis tine, to offer an explanation as to what you saw. TF | 
fou will complete the attached questionnaire and send it in | 
the tne l: sea pees Bae 'selPom® erye? [2 to the poidress yen -) | 
It, we will entvaves to determine for YOU wOoaAS 2t was that 
| 
Jou actually observed, 
fn the future, shoulda you sight another UFO, HDlease repcrt | 
it immediately, to the UFO investivator at the nearest Air Perce | 
~2S3. #n immediete on-the-spot investication is neovealli+ nore | 
prouuctive than che conducted at a iater time when sme of tha | 
Aapcrtant details may “ave become hazy in the viewer’s ming, | 
| 
| 
P’ We hope thet the inclosed saterial will be -f tntereat in | 
your further understanding of these objects. Thank you for | 
your interest in cur UFO proersm. | 
| | 
Sincerely 
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VAVID L. STILES | 
hMAajor, USar | 
setting Chief, Civil Branc} | 
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So little did J] ever expect to observe any phenomenon thet might remotely 
fell uncer tne classific:.tion of Unidentified Flying Obj;ects that I never 
retained in my wind the <cddress of tne U.S. air Force officer to wnom we were 
requestea to submit such cescriptions. J would t.erefore apprecizte your 
offzce forwarding this letter to the interested eutnorities. Tne following 
unsnectacular observation may ve readily identifaeble to experts, but it struck 
ee ee ee es 
he 28 & complcte oddity, even at the time. 


The ploce of sighting was frua ae hillside off = bit from the Aspenglen Camp- 
ground, a stretch of the rocd from the Pell River Jrtrice of tne Rocky Mountain 


National Park, Colorsdo. It was three nights ~ego on wednesday, Gcbober 11th. 


Darimess fell errlier tnen I here expected, and ] was already tucked into ity 
puptent by seven o'clock , supine, with only my head in the open to view the skics 
with as little discoufort from the cold as possible. fPerts of the sky were covered 
by easterlypmoving streaky clouds, so my first glinpse of the nalf noon yas its 
risus, wilhin the crescent of the wountain twin peaks to the south cf my campsite. 
With the clouds diffusing the moonlight, the sky never did.get as black as J had 
been led to expect from plancturium lectures. lkven wnen tne moon was cloud hidden, 
the sky never was black. Thus it was rather longer than I expected before the 
tirst star became visible. Jt appeared directly overhead, rather dim, and not 
anciher star could be seen anywhere in the entire sxy. A little later, a secord 
» Orisater then the first, shone tnrough the boughs of the tree to wich the 
otner end of my tent was secured. Then, shortly after, a sprinkling of stars 
becaze visible from horizon to horizon between the clouds. The ones overhead 

6 brigitest, ad J turned after a while to study the ones toward my right. 
Thousnh tois experience of sundown and moonrise and being alone “roughing it" on a 
mountain for tne first tine was thrilling, I hed to adwit to myself that I had been 
able to s<¢ sillions of more stars a tnousana times bri,hter in North Reading, 
Massacnusetts and toat, in terms of a starshow, this demonstration was rather a 


AS I watched one of tne few stars, dimly visible in the western part of the sxy, 
her suddenly appeared some distaice directly "beneath" it - absut half way 
between tne dim star I wes viewing ana the mounta_n-rim horizon. In an instant 
it becane tne brizhtest star in tne entire sky, anu tacn to by surprise it begun 
woving towera the left (souti«rly) in incredible white briliiance. at first J 
thought I sist heve mistaken an airplune for a stor, but then I reslized it 
couldn't possibly be a plane, for I hzve watched thousands of eirplanes and j«ts 
str.ak across the skics at night - from as cioge as from witnin airfields for 
takeoifs and landings to as far away as wnen they jut become visible furzanay in 
the sxy = aid none ever projected such powerful brillia.ce of their front white 
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iignts as tne light I wes looking at - and when plane 1li,.ts are brigntest to tu 

eye, the engine sound is deafening. No sound at all was heard durin, the pass ye of tie 
light 1 viewed. Besides, tnis was a "sphere" of incandescence — there was no froit or kx 
back nor top or bottom - 1% was total illumination - aid ticre were no red anc green 
li.mts visible as are compulsery on aircrart at sight - and from its direction ofr 
movement. J] would have been able to see the blinking colored lights if it bad been 

# plane, but none existed. Jt wos as though J] were watching a star witu brilliance 

at ieast ten tines that cf any star of the first megnitude - but it was ioving on 

ah aoso.ute straight line parallel to the norizon. lts track were as tioughn one 

Néo put a T- square acruss that picce of shy —- sid I] realized watciang it move in 

such an artificially straiynt line that the track of any craft I ever saw in the | 


ety Slaays had soue degree of slope to the eye, even Wucn traveling "strzight as | 
tac ercw Ilies." JI was still marveling et tne urnatural passuge of the moving 


object sanen it disap peurea beninu a cloud — nor wes its powerful light ever re- 
flectec from tie cloud banks - nor did I] see its lisht again through any break in 
tne clouas or see the object enersze in the extrapolated courses oft its track 
bejone tne clouds. It simply disa peared completely. After it seaned certain that 
it would not reappear in my view, J looxed et wy wateh by flashlight and noted it 


And I must admit ceverytiing 1] was experie.cing as a city person criping for the 
first time in the Rockies was so new and marvelous, all contriouting to sich a 
uniquely poetic experience tuit when J viewed the passuge of tiz:t object through 

Ss.¥, I simply frownec @ vit and tiought "That's odd" and edued it to the mind's 
aioua of the unmigue and novel — a. esoteric cvllection tnu:t one goes over at leisure 
le ter w.en not so ismedic tely concerned with survival on a cold windy hillside and 
hicing several miles for tre first time with a backpack and food supplies. 
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I could not help wadcering - why hid I not spotted the object moving from 
the r.sht to left just before its appearance uncer the dia ea: wuich at that time 
WaS toc Ree in the erea, when tne object did first catch my eye, it was 
Girectly.uncerncath the star J was viewing and increased in a millisecond from the 
ait neste the brightest lignt in tne heavens - much wore brilliant tuan the moon - 
en. remained in that posi tic on Just long mo gh for tie t think it a "stationary" 
Star belcre it proceedec on the straight-line track ] described — with no chanze in 
Chat Svraicnt=-line passacse in the intensity of its incurdescence -— nor was t.iere 
eny "Twinkling" phenomenon. It seewed to ue it were a star distance away — yet 
ever 12 it were as close ss te higuest jet track, it covered the distaice fuster 
bin any jsy I bad seen - aud I had during that day scen jet sire ms move across 
bne SulecS .ver the wounteins -— and could hear the jets - yet they ned not covered 
iil CUS. Clsta..cé as fast or ever in such an “unnaturel" straignt line. 
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1 &22 Gdo..o0rul as to tne exact length of time tnat passed frou wy first per- 
ception of 1:8 ewergins dimness tuo the disappearance ot tre briliisait object behind 
the cloucs =— it was a metter of a few sec nds - 


I apologize Tor not breasing caup and returnin,, to town isscediately tre next 
mornin; 2a Wising tais informetion to you — but it is only now heving returied 
to penver and recovered from the fatigue of hiking tuct I could apsly my mind 
fuily to the Slynliicance ol tue various events. 


lt tis oOos.rvation merits your att_ntlon, and I] riow oelleve at act 


ae | h 
more scicntific a Scri, t_on of tie Location ot iy & Lynting could probs uly be 
wee pe TO you by ci @roup oL Young ine n th We ri sp hikin: area TOCK tapping throu en 


the area the next duy. Ve exchanged greetings as they passed, and they could 
pot help but notice the green plastic "tent." They arrived and departed in a 

\" creuu-colored station wagon with a license plete murked "Property of Colorado." 
I co not remember the license number, but undoubtedly one of the rangers at 
wre. tever Park kntrence trey used cula ide.tify them for you. 


1 Like meny another citizen, I hope I was viewiig scm unique and advanced 
h research instrument of our own sclientilic genius. znd if so, it is probably of 
scientific interest for the devilopers to learn tin even an average citizen can 
identify its appearance es en e.traordinary phenome:.on &s it moves across the s«y. 
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Needless to say, I am not sbout to auvertise tnis ezjecrirence elsewu:re, and 
at this point in my sire, it is tne lest tuing 1 woula disire haying to report to 
tus United States Governme:.t. Nevertheless, in conscience ] fecl 1t my duty to 
inicra you of the event. 


Sincersly yours, 


age: 43 years (Noveaber ls, 1925) 
Byes; 20/40 (but I was we ring my 
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